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Marr. vii. 2. 
With what Judgment ye judge, ye mal be judged. 
Ro M. it 1. 

Thou art inexcuſable, O Man, whoever thou art that 
judgeſt : for wherein thou judgeſt another, thou con- 
demneſt thyſelf ; for thou that judgeſt, doſt the ſame 
| things. | 
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command; nor a more evident proof of a repro- 


Religion, let him put on never ſo many devout 
looks, and fancy himſelf poſſeſſed of a ſanctity as 
far above his Neighbours as he pleaſes, yet if at 
Uncharitableneſs, and vents this ſpirit in raſhJudg- 
ment upon others, arrogantly and preſumptuouſly 


= his own Soul, and would do well to conſider, 


others, 
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UDGE nor, THAT YE BE Nor 

JUDGED (a), ſays our bleſſed LoR o 
VR in his Sermon on the Mount. And 
| there is not a more diſtinguiſhing mark 
of real Chriſtianity, than the obſervance of this 


bate mind, than where no regard is paid to it. 


Let a man 11 what pretenſions he will to 


the ſame time he harbours in his breaſt a ſpirit of 


taking upon him the office of the Searcher of hearts, 
that man's Religion is vain;“ he is * deceivi 


whether he himſelf is not in danger of thoſe ana- 
themas, which he is ſo liberally beſtowing upon. 


Mn” This 
ä (a) Matt. vii. 1. | ; 


1 FRIENDLY CavrTioN 


This being 3 it will be proper to exa- 
mine (according to the import of Scripture) where- 
in candid and charitable judging conſiſts, as alſo 


what is meant by its oppoſite, raſh and uncharita- 
ble Tagging. 


That Crnanrty then, or Love, (for ſo the 
word in the Original ſignifies) which St Paul tells 
us * vaunteth not itſelf, hopeth all things, is kind, 
„ and thinketh no evil,” (5) is a truly humbling 
grace: And as it always makes a man think lowly 
of himſelf, ſo it will always put a favourable con- 
ſtruction where the nature of the caſe will allow 
of it: particularly as it regards the ſþiritual ſtate 
of others, Charity is always inclinable to hope and 
think the beſt, and will ever be ready to * cover 
the multitude of Sins (c);% that is, to make al- 
lowances for manifold failings and imperfections, 
and to draw over them the veil of love; knowing 
th it ſuch may be, and frequently are found, where 
nevertheleſs there may be a ſincere heart af the 
bottom. — Nor will Charity confine this kind, 
Ving diſpoſition to any Sect or Party, but is as 
extenſive as the eaſt is from the weſt, doing good 
unto all, enemies as well as friends, both to the 
Soul and to the body, but eſpecially to the former, 
as infinitely the more valuable.— And as“ Charity 
2 envieth not, does not behave itſelf unſeem]y, 16 
* not V provoked, neither rejoiceth in iniquity, 

à but 
00 1 Cor. xiii. 4, 5, 7. 00 1 Pet, iv. 8. 25 


when perſons take a pleaſure to pick faults in o- 
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* but in the truth (d); ſo wherever it diſcovers 
the genuine marks of truth, grace, and goodneſs, 
it is always ready to acknowledge and love them, 
and is as unwilling to offer the Jeg injury, as it is 
diſpoſed with all patience and long-ſuffering to 
overlook and pardon the greaięſt. 


The contrary of this temper conſiſts in unkind- 
neſs, bigotry, envyings, and evil ſurmiſings; and: 
will diſcover itſelf by taking words and actions in 


the worſt light, where a more favourable interpre- 


tation may be put upon them. — By ſeeking oc- 
caſion to carp or find fault. By condemning 
people unheard, oreagerly liſtening to the whey 


prejudices againſt them, 


An uncharitable temper ſhews itſelf in a Qiill 


higher degree, when it takes occaſion of rejoicing 
in or aggravating the flips and infirmities of others, 
eſpecially of thoſe that are religious, and when it 


is more unwilling to hear what may be offered in 


vindication of them, than of ſuch as have no reli- 


gion at all; pronouncing all that ſhew an hearty 


zeal for God to be Enthuſiaſts or Hypocrites, on. 
account of the forged or real faults or imprudencies. 
of ſome. | 


But the very worſt degree of uncharitableneſs is 


A 4 thers, 
(a) 1 Cor, xiii. 4,64 


6 FA FRIENDLY CAUTION 


thers, and overlook all their graces, from a ſecret 
conſciouſnefs of their higher piety, that thereby 
they may ſet the world againſt them, or quiet their 
. conſciences by endeavouring to bring them down 
to their own level: And though they ſpeak in ve- 
ry high terms of what they call therr charity for 


1 thoſe who mind earthly things, 5 and whoſe end 


Go declares to be d-ffrudion (e), can find no 
charity at all for any who have more religion than 
;themſelves, but whilſt they will not ſubmit to be 
Judged by the conſtant courſe of their own lives, 
.ſcruple not to ſit in judgment upon a fincere Chriſ- 
tian for any one particular failing they can lay hold 
on. Such a diſpoſition as this is truly diabolical! 


Having laid before you ſome of the Scriptute- 
characteriſtics of true evangelical Charity, (extract- 
ed chiefly, as the Reader will eaſily perceive, from 
the thirteenth chapter of St Paul's firſt Epiſtle to. 

the Corinthians) and of its oppoſite temper, Un- 
charitableneſs, or raſh Judgment; you may ſee what 
_ exceeding falſe and deluſive notians. the world in 
general are too apt to form of Charity ; as oppo- 
ſite from what it really is as light is oppoſite from 
darkneſs; frequently condemning thoſe as unchari- 
table, who have the only true Charity deſcribed.in 
the word of Gop; and calling thoſe charitable, who 

are deſtitute of every ſpark of that divine grace. 


Ft For 
(e) P hil. iii. 19. 
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For inftance; ſome abſurdly confine the idea of 


charity wholly to Alms-giving ; which indeed is a 


branch of it, when accompanied with the before- 
mentioned marks, and when done from the prin- 


eiple of * Faith working by Love (f):;* but when 
it proceeds from any other motive, and is not at- 
tended with-Humility, Meekneſs, Long-ſuffering, 


Love for Souls, &c. it is ſo. far from being that 


Charity deſcribed in the Goſpel, that © though a 
® man ſhould give all his goods to feed the poor, 


and even his body to be burned, it would profit 
* him nothing, he would be but as ſounding brafs 
1 or a tinkling cymbal (g).“ Yet any one would 
be looked upon as exceedingly uncharitable that 
ſhould call in queſtion the ſafety of a perſon's ſtate 
who was thus liberal in Alms-giving, even though 
in other reſpects he was. walking after the courſe. 
u of this world, and. not after CHRIST (5). U 


Again, thoſe paſs for very charitable people in the 


world's account who take it for granted that almoſt 


every body (eſpecially in a. Chriſtian country) goes 


to heaven; and when they hear of the death of any 
of their carnal acquaintance, bring out ſome ſuch 
expreſſions as theſe: Ah, poor man, to be ſure 


& he has ſhortned his days by drinking, and he lov- 
<« ed his. bottle to the laſt: but he was a conſtant 
„ Churchman, had a great many. good qualities, 
« was, ſtrictly honeſt between man and man, and 
| 170 4 was 

G o, (e“. 1 Cor 2, 3, , (o) Erb. 5. a. 
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<&« was no body's enemy but his awn*; therefore Gon 
« forbid that I ſhould be ſo uncharitable as to doubt 
« of his happineſs.” 


Another perhaps (let us ſuppoſe a Lady) is long 
confined by a complication of diſtempers, and dur- 
ing the whole courſe of her illneſs ſhews no ſenſe 
at all of her J gſtate by nature, no hungerings and 
thirſtings after CHRIST, and no deſire to converſe 
with thoſe about her on the affairs of her Soul ; but 
on the contrary, makes her ſick-bed attendants tell 
her all the news of the Neighbourhood, read to her 


books of Plays and Novels, or at beſt of Hiſtory, 


and muſt have parties at cards every day to amuſe 
her, till ſhe grows ſo bad as to be utterly unfit ei- 


ther for her books, cards or tittle-tattle ; when per- 


haps the Pariſh Miniſter is ſent for, who reads over 
the Viſitation of the Sich, and gives her the Sacra- 
ment, and. then the poor creature languiſhes for a 
day or two, and dies. | 


Now what is the uſual language upon ſuch oc- 
caſions ? Why <& 


« js gone to a better world * — Reader, I ſay, didſt 


thou 


* It has been remarked by a Pious Author, that to ſay a wick» 


. ed mag is no body's enemy but his own,“ is juſt as abſurd, as if 
we were to affirm, that © a good man. is no body's friend but his 
,n; and if we conſider the pernicious influence of a bad example, 


we cannot but admit the truth of his gbſcavation, 


poor woman, it is happy for 
66 her the is releaſed ; ſhe died very reſigned, and 
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thou never hear ſuch horrible ſpeeches as theſe up- 
on ſuch occaſions? and yet this is what the world 
Calls CHARITABLE JUDGING. — But certain it 
is, that whoever preſumes to adopt ſuch language, 
(whatever he may think of the matter) has but juſt 
charity enough to make Go D a liar, and all tbe 
threatnings of his word to be nothing but mere 
bluſter. For example; the ſcripture ſays, that * he 
bs * that believeth not ſhall be damned (1) ; that ex- 
5 cept ye repent ye ſhall all periſh (m); that with- 
„ out holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord (i); that 
* if any man hath not the Spirit of CHRIS he is 
none of his (o); that he who committeth fin is 
of thedevil(p); that no drunkard, &c. ſhall inherit 
| A kingdom of Gop (2); that the friendſhip of 
the world is enmity with Gop (r); and that if 
u any man love the world, the love of the Father 
* is not in him (3). But you hear of people dying 
in a ſtate of fin, worldlinefs and infenſibility, con- 
ſequently without true faith, repentance or holineſs, 
and yet on account of ſome fancied excellencies in 
them, ſay, you doubt not of their happineſs.— 
Now what is this but to make the word of Gop of 


2 none effect, and openly to declare your diſſent from 
( Mark xvi, 16. (m) Luke xiii, 3. 
(=) Heb. xii. 14. (e) Rom. viii, 9. 
(p) 1 John iii. 8, (2) 1 Cor. vi. 10. 


(r) James iv. 4. (s) John ii. 15. 
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Moreover, Gop's word declares, that * many 
are called, but few choſen (t); that wide is the 
gate, and broad is the way that leadeth to deſtruc- 
- tion, and many there be which go in thereat ; be- 
* cauſe {trait is the gate, and natrow is the way that 
* leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it (a); 
But you ſay, it is uncharitable to affirm. that Gop 
-will damn the greateſt part of his creatures, and 
'will not believe any ſuch thing. — Here then, you 
ſee, you ſet-up a Judgment in direct oppoſition to 
what CHRIST himſelf has declared, and charge his 
expreſſions with uncharitableneſs. 


Again, they are looked upon as very . 
Judgers (though their charity may be compared to 
that of a man who, whilſt, his brother is lying in a 
ditch, paſſes by on the other fide) who.inſtead of 
endeavouring. to. promote the Salvation of their 
neighbours, ſay, they would not for the world 
« ſuppoſe any of their Souls to be in a late of dam- 
* nation whereas, whoever has ſo much real cha- 
rity as to be deſirous of ſaving the Souls of his ſel- 
- low-creatures, and will not cry Peace, peace, tothoſe 
who n have the form of godlineſs, without the pow- 
er (20), muſt expect to have the charge of unchuri- 
zableneſs, (and if he be a Miniſter, of preaching 
damnation) thrown out againſt him; as if charitable 
| Judging eanſiſtæd in putting out ones eyes, and ſet- 
ting up our own fancies in flat contradiRtion to the 
oracles of Truth, , 
t 


(e) Matt, N. 16. * Matt, vii, 13. 14. (w) 2 Tim. ii. 5, 
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It is true, we are not raſhly to determine what 
will be the final condition of any man living; for 
however deſtitute a perſon may at one time be of 
every appearance of grace, we know that the al- 
mighty Spirit of Go p is able to effect a ſaving 
change upon him before he dies. Vet we may be 
aſſured, that if this change is not wrought upon him 
in this life, if he is not * born again of the Spirit 
* (x), made partaker of a divine nature ()), and 
u become a new creature in CHRIST JESVUs (z), * 
(and whether he is, or is not, may well be known 
by obſerving what fruits are produced in the life and 
converſation, according to what our Lox Þ ſays, 
* By. their fruits ye ſhall know them ( a), ) I ſay, if 
this is not done, we may be as fully aſſured that 
ſuch an one muſt periſh everlaſtingly, as that Goo 
himſelf is true, or that there is a hell and heaven for 

the righteous and the wicked. | 


To conclude : The Scripture, our only ſafe 
Guide, having commanded us to * try the ſpirits, _ 
* whether they are of Gon (b),” and having given 
us infallible rules for this purpoſe, by laying before 
us the diſtinguiſhing marks and characteriſties of 
the children of Gon, and of the children of thiswerld; 
the higheſt degree of uncharitableneſs we can poſſi- 
bly be guilty of, is, when on the one hand we flat- 
ter with falſe hopes thoſe in whom the ſcripture- 

* merke 


(x) John iii. 5. (y) 2 Pet. i. 4. 
(x) 2. Cor. v. 17. (a) Matt. vii. 16. Q 1 John iv. 1. 
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marks of a Chriſtian are not to be found ; and on 
the other hand condemn as Hypocrites, and hot 
out bitter words againſt ſuch as {notwithſtanding ma- 
ny failings) do ſtill manifeſt themſelves to be born 
of GoD (c), and to have overcome the world (d). 


LE Wo 


| BESIDES the uncharitableneſs of the world to- 
wards thoſe who have more Religion than is 
conſiſtent with the faſhion of the Times, it is much 
to be lamented, that ſome who are really in earneſt 
about their own Souls, are yet too forward in their 
cenſures of their chriftian brethren : eſpecially is 
this obſervable in perſons of a lower ſtation towards 
their Superiors, in matters wherein Go p himſelf 
has evidently made a diſtinction between them, and 
wherein their particular circumſtances and connec- 
tions in life are ſo very different, that what is al- 
Towable and proper in the one, would be abſolute- 
ly wrong and finful in the other. This cenſuring 
ſpirit is too frequent among Profeſſors of Religion, 
though we ſhould charitably hope that they who fall 
into it, generally do ſo through ignorance, rather 
than malice; eſpecially as they are for the moſt part 
very incompetent judges of the propriety or impro- 
priety of the things they cenſure, | 


\ (93 Joni. 9. 6) 5 2m 4, 
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